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CHEYNE WALK TRUST 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
2020 POSTPONED

Sadly, in the light of  current 
Government COVID-19 directions 
we have reluctantly cancelled The 
Cheyne Walk Trust AGM and 
Autumn Reception for 2020 that was 
planned take place in November. The 
formal AGM business of  presentation 
of  accounts and the election of  
Committee members is therefore 
addressed by means of  an abbreviated 
AGM Report enclosed with this 
newsletter. The planned guest speaker 
address by architectural historian and 
presenter Dan Cruickshank, Hon 
FRIBA, on his forthcoming book ‘Built 
in Chelsea’ will be deferred until early 
in 2021 together with the Reception for 
guests and members that was to have 
followed. As soon as it is practical to 
KWVÅZU�I�VM_�LI\M� NWZ� \PQ[� M^MV\��_M�
will advise members. 

The present planning guidelines for 
the Thames Conservation Area are 
arguably somewhat dated (Thames 

Conservation Area Proposals Statement 
1983) and in 2017 the six councillors of  the 
Royal Hospital and Chelsea Riverside Wards 
proposed to the Council of  RBK&C, which 
agreed, that the Council should engage in 
a Conservation Area Appraisal (CAA) for 
Chelsea Riverside. 
 This proposal was warmly welcomed 
by the key residents’ associations such as the 
Chelsea Society, Cheyne Walk Trust and 
KRACR, who engaged in dialogue with 
+W]VKQTTWZ[� IVL� +W]VKQT� �]KMZٻ7 \W� \ISM�
this forward commencing in October 2017. 
A draft Appraisal was duly issued in 2018 
for consultation from 31 October 2018 to 
12 December 2018 and the Trust made 
a submission, supported by The Chelsea 
Society with a complementary submission. 
 Whilst the new CAA is an excellent 
descriptive document, it does not in itself  
XZW^QLM�\PM�[XMKQÅK�KWV[MZ^I\QWV�IVL�XTIVVQVO�
guidance necessary to advise application 

Protect Chelsea’s Riverside 
CWT Chairman Col David Waddell emphasises the urgent need for a more 
effective Thames Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan

of  the CAA and enable appropriate control 
of  conservation and planning activities. As 
a result, a management plan is necessary to 
provide such guidance in order to protect the 
Chelsea Riverside.
 Council disruption over Grenfell and 
recently COVID-19 has delayed progress but 
we are pleased that our Ward Councillors 
have maintained support for this important 
task. A newly appointed RBK&C team lead 
+WV[MZ^I\QWV� �KMZٻ7 ZMKMV\Ta� KQZK]TI\ML� IV�
Options paper and held a formal initiation 
meeting. The aim is to complete the initial 
drafting and consultation (including statutory 
consultation) and produce the Thames 
Conservation Area Management Plan 
�+)58;��Ja�\PM�MVL�WN �\PM�XZM[MV\�ÅVIVKQIT�
year (April 2021).  
 The key areas of  concern raised by 
consultees are addressed in the Options paper; 
these include the following topics: 
i) Boundary Review: Chelsea Bridge (east)  
 to Chelsea Creek (west)
ii) Views: need to note key views both across  
 and along the river 

iii) Piers and Working Boats: use of  river and  
 planning framework
iv) Houseboats: character and use
v) Thames Path: integrity, continuation and  
 improvement
vi) Cremorne Wharf: future use and   
 safeguarding as wharf
vii) Trees: Conservation and improvement of   
 riverside tree planting
viii)  Cabman’s Shelter: restoration and   
  control
ix) Street Furniture: repair and reinstatement
x) Advertisements: reduce/control discordant  
 electronic poster boards
xi) Surfacing Materials: conserve York paving  
 in conservation areas
xii)  Thames Tideway Tunnel: ensure   
  harmonious impact of  built elements
xiii)  The Thames: develop heritage character  
  and information
xiv)  Archaeology: survey and record   
� �[QOVQÅKIV\�I[XMK\[
The Cheyne Walk Trust will remain closely 
involved with this programme and post updates 
WV�W]Z�_MJ[Q\M�NWZ�\PM�JMVMÅ\�WN �UMUJMZ[��

Working to preserve the unique character of Chelsea riverside is a priority. 

1



‘V
room

! Vroom
!’…

C
helsea residents 

know
 all too w

ell the deafening 
roar of engines revving as speeding 

supercars and m
otorbikes m

ake life m
iserable 

w
ith their ear-splitting engines. W

ide avenues 
such 

as 
C

heyne 
W

alk, 
the 

Em
bankm

ent 
and Sloane Street, are all popular hotspots. 
A

ccording to the C
ouncil, betw

een June and 
)
]O][\�ITWVM�\PMZM�_

MZM����Wٻ
KQIT�ZM[QLMV\�

com
plaints of engines racing. N

ow
 there’s a 

w
ay to target these dangerous drivers. 

 
A

s 
Lead 

M
em

ber 
for 

Transport 
C

ouncillor 
Johnny 

T
halassites 

explains, 
‘R

esidents have had enough of drivers using 
W]Z�[\ZMM\[�I[�I�ZIKM\ZIKS��?

M�PI^M�PIL�ÅVM[�
in place for a w

hile now, but this new
 noise 

cam
era technology w

ill m
ake sure w

e are 

Let’s hope it’s the end of the road for supercars causing noise and disruption in Chelsea. Image: Nigel H
oward.

T
he ‘U

ber by T
hames Clippers boats, should they be more closely monitored? 

*TQ[[N]TTa�XMIKMN]T�[]UUMZ�LIa[�_MZM�WVM�WN�\PM�]VM`XMK\ML�JMVMÅ\[�WN�+W^QL�ZM[\ZQK\QWV[�

W
ear m

asks,
save lives. KI\KPQVO�U

WZM�WN�\PM�_
WZ[\�WٺMVLMZ[�¼�<

PM�
cam

era is triggered by noise exceeding 80 
LMKQJMT[��KIX\]ZQVO�\PM�WٺMVLQVO�^MPQKTM�WV�
ÅTU

�IVL�U
ISQVO�XZW[MK]\QWV�U

]KP�[QU
XTMZ��

 
C

heyne W
alk itself does not have a Public 

Space Protection O
rder (PSPO

) designation 
_
PQKP�U

ISM[�Q\�U
WZM�LQٻ

K]T\�\W�Q[[]M�I�.Q`ML�
Penalty N

otice for noisy engines. H
ow

ever, if 
residents rally and m

ake their view
s know

n, 

the C
ouncil w

ill consider granting a PSPO
 for 

the area. 
 

If you are disturbed by revving engines 
call the R

BK
&

C
 N

oise &
 N

uisance Team
 

day or night on 0207 361 3002 to report it. 
O

r send an em
ail w

ith details such as the type 
of vehicle, tim

e, frequency, duration and noise 
level to Julian Trill, the N

oise &
 N

uisance 
M

anager: Julian.Trill@
rbkc.gov.uk

Gotcha! 
R

BK&
C launches 

hi-tech cam
eras 

to catch noisy 
supercars

A
s a result of lockdow

n all sorts of 
planned events and entertainm

ents 
w

ere cancelled or postponed. G
azing 

out upon deserted streets in early sum
m

er w
as 

a w
eird experience; seeing num

bers of dead 
plants, in pots and w

indow
 boxes, show

ed 
m

any had forgotten to instruct anyone to 
w

ater w
hile they vanished to second hom

es. 
Sadly, 

it 
seem

ed 
every 

w
eek 

that 
m

ore 
K

ing’s R
oad shops closed their doors. T

he 
C

hancellor’s 
A

ugust 
restaurant 

reprieve 

The New Norm
al? 

R
oddy M

ullin reflects on a Chelsea sum
m

er during Covid

T
           he 

C
ustom

er 
&

 
R

esident-Focused 
Environm

ental 
Services 

Transform
ation (C

R
EST

) 2 project has been review
ing w

hether 
the enforcem

ent and engagem
ent functions, such as C

C
T

V, that 
are being delivered on streets, in estates, neighbourhoods and parks could 
be brought together into a single team

, to create an im
proved m

odel of 
delivery. C

R
EST

 is an established C
ouncil initiative to m

ake the C
ouncil 

activities m
ore actively resident focussed. T

his is m
uch to be applauded. 

 
Initiatives such as the potential to fund associated C

C
T

V
 capability 

partly from
 a charge on subm

ission of developm
ent C

onstruction 
Transportation M

anagem
ent Plans is under consideration. H

ow
ever, 

the eagerly aw
aited app for m

obile phones prom
ised in N

ovem
ber 2018 

has still to arrive. O
nce launched, this app w

ill allow
 residents to use 

their m
obile phones to report to the C

ouncil – sending photographs of 
anything untow

ard; infringem
ents by contractors, illegal parking, dog 

fouling, crim
inal activity even. 

 
Sadly, due to C

ovid issues diverting the C
ouncil in term

s of both 
m

oney and m
anpow

er, as w
ell as com

plex softw
are issues, the app is 

still under construction. H
ow

ever, there is help at hand for residents.  A
s 

part of C
R

EST
 2, a C

om
m

unity Safety W
arden Team

, com
prising 12 

W
ardens and 2 Supervisors has been introduced this year to focus on 

environm
ental crim

e, com
m

unity safety and anti- social behaviour. 

RBK&C CREST 2
enhances local quality
of life

2
3

provided a w
elcom

e break.
 

O
ver the sum

m
er, the T

ham
es Path on 

both sides of the river has been m
uch used by 

w
alkers, joggers, runners, cyclists and scooter 

][MZ[��6
W_

�\ZIٻ
K�TM^MT[�WV�+

PMaVM�?
ITS�PI^M�

returned and seem
 higher now, probably as 

a result of the closure of Vauxhall Bridge, 
ongoing 

closure 
of 

H
am

m
ersm

ith 
Bridge  

and lane restrictions on W
andsw

orth Bridge. 
It does seem

 regrettable that C
ouncils and 

Transport for London cannot coordinate, and 

lim
it w

orks to one bridge or bridge approach 
at a tim

e. 
 

W
hen the river busses resum

ed service 
on June 15th, it took just four days for their 
engine 

jet 
w

ash 
to 

scour 
the 

riverbanks, 
leaving no sedim

ent (or shrim
ps) for the geese, 

_
PW�

]V[]ZXZQ[QVOTa�
LMXIZ\ML��3

QVO�
7
�]¼Iٺ

Fish Trap circa 780 A
D

, w
hich is just exposed 

I\�TW_
�_

I\MZ��W\PMZ[�ZMXWZ\��Q[�IT[W�[]ٺMZQVO�
from

 the river bus w
ash (it is not a protected 

m
onum

ent). 
 

Five years ago, the new
 m

ore pow
erful 

type of T
ham

es C
lipper boats w

as introduced. 
T

hanks to the lockdow
n, w

hen the boat 
service ceased for several m

onths, their real 
MٺMK\�WV�\PM�ZQ^MZ�MV^QZWVU

MV\�Q[�WVTa�VW_
�

fully appreciated. T
his interval allow

ed m
ud 

and sedim
ent to return to the foreshore. T

he 
sedim

ent contains freshw
ater shrim

p m
uch 

enjoyed by geese and ducks – and several 
large groups arrived over lockdow

n, G
rey 

Lags, C
anadian, Egyptian and Barnacle – one 

pair of G
rey Lags produced eight goslings of 

w
hich seven reached m

aturity.
 

Potential solutions could be to travel 
slow

ly - w
e are told there is actually a speed 

lim
it, but it is not policed - or restrict the larger 

craft to say no further upstream
 than Battersea 

Pow
er Station pier. T

he previous river busses 
did not scour. O

ur M
P G

reg H
ands took 

action 
contacting 

T
ham

es 
C

lippers 
but 

w
ithout rem

edy. T
he Environm

ent A
gency 

stated it w
as not their concern and suggested 

contacting the R
SPB. It’s sad. 

 
But the sum

m
er allow

ed residents to 
sunbathe and bask in the calm

 of no aircraft 
and few

 helicopters, accom
panied by heat – 

one day it reached 39c and w
ith lovely river 

view
s and stunning sunrises and sunsets, w

ho 
could w

ant anything else than a staycation 
holiday at C

helsea R
each?
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<
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IZZa�*I\M[��I�UMUJMZ�WN�\PM�
Royal Academy of Arts known for his Classical subjects.

Below: D
etail of archway. 

)JW^M"�<
PM�NItILM�_I[�\PM�UW[\�MTIJWZI\M�WN�IVa�PW][M�WV�+ILWOIV�;Y]IZM�IVL�NMI\]ZM[�

\MZZIKW\\I�ZMTQMN�[K]TX\]ZM[�NMI\]ZQVO�KI^WZ\QVO�X]\\Q�IVL�[I\aZ[�

Printing magnate Baronet T
homas Andros de la Rue (1849-1911) commissioned 52 

Cadogan Gardens to be an opulent, exceptional home for his glittering social life and 
legendary parties. 

N
um

ber 52 C
adogan Square is one of the m

ost extraordinary 
houses 

in 
London, 

ablaze 
w

ith 
energy 

and 
inventive 

detail, and utterly – and alm
ost unbelievably – rom

antic 
in its intentions. T

he building is a rich feast for the eye and for the 
im

agination. Bridget C
herry calls it ‘a glorious apotheosis of Flem

ish 
R

enaissance’ revival (Bridget C
herry and N

ikolaus Pevsner, T
he 

Buildings of England, London 3: N
orth W

est, London: Penguin, 1991 
p. 580), and she is right.
 

T
he house w

as built on the portion of the C
adogan-ow

ned 
H

ans Tow
n that from

 the late 1870s w
as developed to form

 the highly 
prestigious C

adogan Square. It w
as designed in 1885 by the em

inent 
IZKPQ\MK\�;QZ�-ZVM[\�/

MWZOM�IVL�PQ[�ÅZU
��/

MWZOM��
�8M\W���IVL�KWU

XTM\ML�
in 1886 (as a date in the gable proclaim

s) for T
hom

as A
ndros de la R

ue, 
the ow

ner of one of the U
K

’s m
ost prestigious printing com

panies. 
R

enow
ned for its technical and artistic sophistication, the com

pany 
w

as fam
ous for its distinctive playing cards. A

ndros and his socialite 
w

ife entertained on a grand scale, and the house w
as created to be 

a show
case for their lavish lifestyle. H

e w
as m

ade a Baronet in 1898.
 

T
he house is built of red brick, w

ith biscuit-coloured terracotta 
m

oulded detail and decoration com
bined w

ith som
e spectacular 

m
oulded 

and 
rubbed 

red 
brick 

ornam
ent. 

T
he 

com
position 

is 
I[aU

U
M\ZQKIT�_

Q\P�\_
W�JIa[�WN�LQٺMZMV\�PMQOP\[�IVL�NWZU

[�NZIU
QVO�\PM�

centre of the façade, w
hich is crow

ned by an all-em
bracing tw

o-storey 
high gable of com

plex and curvaceous Baroque form
.

 
T

he decoration on the façade represents a fairyland of bizarre 
creatures; som

e delightful, others sinister. T
he arched entrance porch, 

set w
ithin the southern bay, is m

ade of terracotta and is fram
ed by 

exquisitely m
oulded m

ale and fem
ale C

aryatids, or H
erm

s, grasping 
volutes above their heads, both in the seventeenth-century Flem

ish 
M

annerist style. T
he fem

ale face on the keystone of the arch gasps – 
open-m

outhed and looking dow
n – at all w

ho enter.
�

<
PM�VWZ\P�JIa�LQ[XTIa[��I\�OZW]VL�ÆWWZ�TM^MT�·�JMTW_

�\MZZIKW\\I�
m

ullions and transom
s of its tall w

indow
 – m

oulded and rubbed red 
brick panels depicting youths disporting them

selves am
ongst sw

ags 
and strapw

ork, w
hile side panels contain grinning, long-eared dem

onic 
QU

X[��)
\�ÅZ[\�ÆWWZ�TM^MT�\PMZM�Q[�IVW\PMZ�TIZOM�JZQKS�XIVMT��\PQ[�\QU

M�
show

ing a satyr and satyress or fauna (observe her cloven foot) playing 
instrum

ents, w
hile putti cavort am

ong sw
ags of fruit and vines. T

he 
side panels here also show

 putti playing pipes, suggesting the room
 

behind w
as used for dining or dancing.

�
)
\�[MKWVL�ÆWWZ�TM^MT��IJW^M�\PM�VWZ\P�JIa��Q[�I�XIQZ�WN�_

QVLW_
[�

w
ith terracotta-m

ade arched m
ullions – a fashionable m

otif in the 
1880s – that are accom

panied by three C
aryatids, tw

o m
ale and 

one fem
ale, sm

iling w
hile they play m

usical instrum
ents. T

he fem
ale 

C
aryatid is being particularly energetic as she clashes aw

ay on sym
bols. 

A
bove and around the C

aryatids are grim
acing m

asks, and the heads 
of putti or cherubs that sm

irk in a m
aniacal m

anner, like angelic beings 
possessed. 
 

W
hat is one to m

ake of all this? A
t the very least it suggests that 

the architects and clients w
ho favoured the Flem

ish R
enaissance 

R
evival style w

ere not strait-laced, or conventional late V
ictorians 

w
hen it cam

e to m
atters architectural and artistic. For m

uch of m
y life 

I’ve explored Britain’s 18th century architecture, and although C
helsea 

Author Dan Cruikshank
describes a Chelsea
M

asterpiece

Left: ‘Built in Chelsea: T
hree Centuries 

WN�4Q^QVO�)ZKPQ\MK\]ZM�IVL�<W_V[KIXM¼
�Ja�,

IV�+Z]QKS[PIVS��WٺMZ[�I�XMZ[WVIT�
portrait of Chelsea’s architectural 
M^WT]\QWV��)^IQTIJTM�QV�JWWS[\WZM[�NZWU�
early 2021. 

)JW^M"�,
IV�+Z]QKS[PIVS�Q[�I�TWVO�

time chronicler of London life and 
architecture. D

an will be the Guest 
;XMISMZ�I\�\PM�]XKWUQVO�+PMaVM�?

ITS�
Trust Reception later in the year. 

PI[�U
IVa�ÅVM�M`IU

XTM[�·M[XMKQITTa�WV�+
PMaVM�?

ITS��1�LQ[KW^MZML�QV�
H

ans Tow
n a trem

endous treasure trove of late 19th century dom
estic 

architecture. R
esearching  and w

riting about this opened new
 artistic 

horizons. 
 

T
he G

eorgian urban ideal w
as to achieve a broad sw

eep of 
m

odest, sim
ple external uniform

ity of façade design in the creation of 
I�KWPMZMV\�IVL�]VQÅML�KWU

XW[Q\QWV��)
TT�_

I[�ZM^MZ[ML�Ja�\PM�TI\M��!\P�
century due to the em

ergence of the Q
ueen A

nne R
evival M

ovem
ent, 

w
hich had its epicentre in C

adogan Square. Each house asserts, in m
ost 

striking m
anner through its exterior architecture, its ow

n individual 
identity and that of its client. Incredible artistry and invention cam

e 
into play and now

here m
ore so than in 52 C

adogan Square. It really 
is a fairy tale, part playful, part seem

ingly sinister, in brick, m
ortar and 

terracotta. O
nce seen never forgotten. Flem

ish R
enaissance revival 

architecture w
as hugely popular in late 19th century London, but there 

really is nothing quite like this extraordinary house.



R
escuing lost dogs, foiling crim

inals, 
protecting 

residents—
it’s 

all 
in 

a 
day’s w

ork for the new
ly form

ed crew
 

of C
om

m
unity Safety W

ardens. A
ccording to 

the R
BK

&
C

 C
ouncil, since their launch just 

a few
 m

onths ago, the W
ardens have logged 

nearly 900 incidents, resulting in a num
ber of 

arrests. C
ouncillor Em

m
a W

ill, Lead M
em

ber 
for C

ulture, Leisure and C
om

m
unity Safety 

reveals that, ‘T
he num

ber of incidents our 
W

ardens have dealt w
ith show

s that they 
have hit the ground running in tackling anti-
social behaviour and environm

ental crim
e in 

W]Z�JWZW]OP¼��<W�ÅVL�W]\�_
PI\�Q\¼[�ITT�IJW]\��

I recently joined a team
 on their rounds in 

C
helsea. 

�
?
Q\P�PMZ�KWVÅLMV\�[\ZQLM��JTWVLM�PIQZ�

sw
ept up in a ponytail and a colourful tattoo 

on her arm
, M

addy could be any of the 
trendy young w

om
en you see on the K

ing’s 
R

oad. But instead of w
indow

 shopping she’s 
patrolling a beat that takes 8 hours in a single 
shift and covers roughly 16 m

iles around the 
R

oyal Borough of K
ensington &

 C
helsea. 

A
s I join them

, she and her fellow
 W

ardens, 
Tony, K

elvin and M
indaugas, are on a m

ission 
to m

ake the local streets a pleasant place for 
residents.

Local Heroes
Com

m
unity Safety W

ardens patrol 
the streets with head and heart
H

allie Swanson reports 

<
PM�VM_Ta�TI]VKPML�+WUU]VQ\a�;INM\a�?

IZLMV[�WV�XI\ZWT���TMN\�\W�ZQOP\��5
QVLI]OI[�3TIXI\I][SI[��<WVa�*TIKSUIV��

5
ILLa�5

K0
ITM��IVL�3MT^QV�8QXMZ��_Q\P�*ZWUX\WV�?

IZL�+W]VKQTTWZ�?
ITII�1LZQ[�

5
ILLa�5

K0
ITM��:*3�

+�+WUU]VQ\a�?
IZLMV�

;]XMZ^Q[WZ�M`XTIQV[�\PM�ZWTM�WN�\PM�\MIU�QV�[INMO]IZLQVO�
the local community.

 
A

nd w
hile they are em

pow
ered to issue 

Fixed Penalty N
otices, C

om
m

unity Protection 
N

otices and Public Space Protection O
rders, 

their approach is m
ore about com

passion 
than 

confrontation. 
‘W

e 
aren’t 

here 
to 

replace the Police’ explains M
addy. H

er team
 

focusses 
on 

changing 
antisocial 

behaviour 
such as aggressive begging, dog fouling, noisy 
builders, drunken revellers, unruly urchins, 
litterers and those failing to observe C

ovid 
restrictions. In short, taking care of issues that 
erode the quality of life in the com

m
unity. 

To achieve this, they apply the ‘Four E’s’: 
Explain, educate, encourage and enforce. A

s 
K

elvin explains, ‘It’s about how
 you approach 

people, learning to stop and listen. I like to 
help people out. Every day is a new

 challenge 
to m

ake a positive im
pact.’ 

 
A

s w
e stroll along, a young m

an in a 
baseball cap w

ith a terrier by his side greets 
M

indaugas and they have an anim
ated chat 

in Lithuanian (one of several languages he 
speaks). 

M
indaugas 

explains 
that 

he 
had 

found the m
an begging a few

 m
onths ago 

and connected him
 to social services to get 

PMTX��6
W_

�PM�Q[�Wٺ�\PM�[\ZMM\��OM\\QVO�PQ[�TQNM�
JIKS��1\¼[�\PM�KPIVKM�\W�U

ISM�I�LQٺMZMVKM�\PI\�
attracts these W

ardens. A
s Tony puts it, ‘W

e try 

to build trust and let the beggars or hom
eless 

know
 w

e aren’t just here to m
ove them

 on, but 
\W�PMTX�\PMV�ÅVL�JM\\MZ�IT\MZVI\Q^M[�¼��
 

W
hen a W

arden reports an incident, it 
is logged into special iPads that are connected 
directly to the various departm

ents in the 
council. T

his m
akes it m

uch sim
pler and 

sw
ifter to get action. For instance, w

hen Tony 
discovered illegal street trading on K

ensington 
H

igh Street, he alerted the Police and the 
business w

as shut dow
n. O

r w
hen a suspicious 

car w
as reported, the W

ardens w
ere able 

\W�KWVÅZU
�Q\�_

I[�JMQVO�][ML�NWZ�LZ]O�LMIT[��
T

he iPad uses an app being developed by the 
council to connect com

plaints to the right 
departm

ent 
in 

record 
tim

e. 
For 

instance, 
M

addy can see im
m

ediately on the iPad 
w

hich areas are having problem
s in real 

tim
e and can allocate resources accordingly, 

explaining ‘W
e w

ork closely w
ith the relevant 

departm
ents to achieve results.’  O

nce fully 
developed,  the C

ouncil hopes to expand the 
app for the w

ider com
m

unity to use.
 

T
his com

bined use of hi-tech hardw
are 

and hum
an interaction is m

uch w
elcom

ed 
as a reassuring presence, especially w

ith the 
decline of the traditional ‘Bobby’ on the 
beat. T

he C
om

m
unity Safety W

ardens  are 
proud to be w

inning hearts and m
inds as they 

bravely go about their rounds, m
aking life a 

little better for us all. T
he C

heyne W
alk Trust 

applauds this positive new
 initiative by the 

C
ouncil. 

T
his N

ovem
ber. the planning and listed 

building consent applications for a 
controversial re-developm

ent of this 
landm

ark local area are due to be considered 
by R

BK
&

C
. Please join such respected local 

groups as the C
helsea Society and C

heyne 
W

alk Trust and support the cam
paign to 

save South K
ensington tube station from

 a 
redevelopm

ent that w
ill transform

 this unique 
local enclave into another Fulham

 Broadw
ay. 

Background and betrayal
H

aving 
defeated 

T
fL’s 

various 
attem

pts 
to 

foist 
unw

anted 
developm

ent 
schem

es 
on the South K

ensington com
m

unity, T
fL 

announced in 2014 it w
anted to w

ork w
ith 

local groups to prepare a D
evelopm

ent Brief 
that all could support. T

he result w
as the 

2016 plan w
hich upgraded the station and 

provided step free access and a refurbishm
ent 

of the area that w
as entirely com

patible w
ith 

local opinion and the architectural heritage 
of South K

ensington. 
 

T
hat w

as in 2016. By 2018 T
fL had 

team
ed 

up 
w

ith 
developers 

N
ative 

Land 
w

ho in turn brought in architects R
ogers 

Stirk H
arbour and Partners. O

ut w
ent the 

carefully 
considered 

D
evelopm

ent 
Brief 

and its principles – replaced by an oversize, 
inappropriate 

and 
destructive 

schem
e 

com
pletely at odds w

ith w
hat had been agreed 

before. T
he station itself w

as listed in 2006, 
and the entire site lies w

ithin a C
onservation 

A
rea, surrounded by other listed buildings 

including the G
rade II* terraces in Pelham

 
Place, w

hich w
ill be overshadow

ed by an 
outsized new

 building.
 

U
nless 

R
BK

&
C

 
turns 

this 
w

holly 
unsuitable schem

e dow
n in N

ovem
ber, the 

attractive low
 scale, open and airy period 

character 
of 

South 
K

ensington 
w

ill 
be 

replaced 
by 

a 
soulless 

m
ega-developm

ent 
w

hile the station rem
ains as congested as 

ever, and still w
ithout ‘step free access’ for 

passengers 
as 

Transport 
for 

London 
has 

paused funding for this due to C
ovid issues 

QU
XIK\QVO�WV�Q\[�ÅVIVKM[��

W
hat you can do

T
im

e 
is 

running 
out. 

R
egister 

your 
objection to the planning application via 
w

w
w.saveoursouthkensington.com

. 
For 

further 
details 

about 
the 

proposed 
re-

developm
ent, 

G
oogle 

SAV
E 

Britain’s 
H

eritage South K
ensington, and it w

ill take 
you to the cam

paign page.

<
PM������XTIV�NZWU�6I\Q^M�4IVL�LQ[ZMOIZL[�MIZTQMZ�KWUU]VQ\a�KWV[]T\I\QWV�IVL�XZWXW[M[�I�ZILQKIT�ZM�LM^MTWXUMV\�_Q\P�

structures like a multi-storey replacement for the traditional former ‘bullnose’,  D
rawing: Chris D

raper.

<
PM������LM^MTWXUMV\�XTIV�]XOZILM[�\PM�[\I\QWV�IVL�[]ZZW]VLQVO[��_PQTM�XZM[MZ^QVO�Q\[�M[[MV\QIT�[KITM�IVL�PQ[\WZQK�

character. D
rawing: Chris D

raper

Save South Ken Station
A m

ega-redevelopm
ent of South Kensington threatens to destroy local 

heritage, says Sophie Andreae, Chair of the Brom
pton Association 
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Chelsea
History 
Festival 2020 
a resounding 
success

C
hallenging the assum

ption that events 
can’t go forw

ard in the tim
e of C

O
V

ID
, 

the festival’s co-founders – the N
ational 

A
rm

y M
useum

, R
oyal H

ospital C
helsea 

and C
helsea Physic G

arden  hosted a 
diverse program

m
e of online as w

ell as 
socially-distanced, 

in-person 
talks 

from
 

w
orld-class speakers, authors, thinkers and 

historians. T
he event attracted hundreds 

of applicants for tickets, and m
any of the 

m
ore popular speakers, such as author 

W
illiam

 D
alrym

ple, sold out. 

The CW
T is delighted to 

appoint Dave W
alker 

T
he distinguished R

BK
&

C
 Local Studies 

and 
A

rchives 
M

anager, 
historian 

and 
author of the ‘Library T

im
e M

achine’, 
as an H

onorary C
om

m
ittee M

em
ber in 

gratitude for his generous expertise and 
local know

ledge over the years. H
is w

isdom
 

w
ill be a great asset. 

-`XTIQVQVO�_PI\�TQNM�_I[�TQSM�NWZ�I�?
?
��[WTLQMZ��

WVM�WN�\PM�UIVa�M^MV\[�I\�\PM�+PMT[MI�0
Q[\WZa�

.M[\Q^IT�



Anthea Turner joins CW
T 

Com
m

ittee
T

he 
C

W
T

 
is 

delighted 
to 

announce 
that the celebrated author and television 
personality w

ill be bringing her m
edia 

expertise to the com
m

ittee. A
nthea w

as a 
host of Blue Peter from

 1992 until 1994, 
and of G

M
T

V
 from

 1994 until 1996. 
Since then she has appeared in num

erous 
R

adio and T
V

 program
s. A

s a C
helsea 

resident she is com
m

itted to preserving 
the unique heritage of the riverside and 
w

e w
elcom

e her support. 

T
he Problem

T
he safety of pedestrian facilities at the 

Beaufort St/K
ing’s R

d, Battersea Bridge/
C

heyne W
alk, Beaufort St/Fulham

 R
oad 

junctions have been a m
atter of local concern 

for m
any years. T

he problem
 is aggravated 

by the control exercised by Transport for 
London, including part funding, especially 
w

here 
these 

junctions 
are 

elem
ents 

of 
Strategic 

R
outes 

and 
hence 

the 
C

ouncil 
for R

BK
&

C
 cannot m

ake unilateral plans 
to address the problem

s that w
e are all 

conscious of.
 

Im
provem

ents 
can 

only 
be 

taken 
forw

ard as joint and agreed projects w
ith 

Transport for London. T
his is very m

uch the 
case for those junctions on strategic routes 
\PI\�PI^M�XZMNMZMV\QIT�ÆW_

�XI\\MZV[�LM[QOVML�
to ensure the passage of busses and other 
\ZIٻ

K�QV�WVM�LQZMK\QWV�WVTa��\P][�XW[QVO�
particular 

hazards 
to 

pedestrians 
w

here 
no dedicated light facilities are provided 
to enhance their safety. Both the Battersea 
Bridge/C

heyne W
alk and Beaufort Street/

K
ing’s R

oad junctions are exam
ples of this.

Donate books to help 
local charities 
8ZWKMML[�OW�\W�JMVMÅ\�5

IZa¼[�5
MIT[��

w
here just £

15 feeds a child at school for 
an entire year (w

w
w.m

arysm
eals.org.uk) 

and G
lass D

oor, (w
w

w.glassdoor.org.uk) 
our local hom

eless charity. T
he sales are 

held on the 1st and 3rd T
hursdays each 

m
onth at the M

oravian C
hurch gardens 

I\�WV�5
QTU

IV[�;\ZMM\�R][\�Wٺ�\PM�3
QVO¼[�

R
oad. If you’re interested in donating, 

please contact Pam
 M

ullin: pjm
m

ullin@
yahoo.com

 

Stay inform
ed! Send us 

your em
ail address 

Enable the C
heyne W

alk Trust to alert 
you to im

portant issues and m
atters of 

[QOVQÅKIV\�TWKIT�QV\MZM[\�IVL��QN�IXXZWXZQI\M�
seek your view

s. Em
ail the M

em
bership 

Secretary:david.n.sw
anson@

gm
ail.com

 
w

ith ‘C
W

T
 M

em
ber A

ddress’ in the subject 
line. You w

ill receive an acknow
ledgem

ent 
in response. In accordance w

ith the latest 
privacy law

s, m
em

bership em
ail addresses 

_
QTT�JM�SMX\�KWVÅLMV\QIT�IVL�VW\�JM�ZMTMI[ML�

to any com
m

ercial concerns.

+TTZ�2WPVVa�<
PITI[[Q\M[��4MIL�5

MUJMZ�NWZ�<ZIV[XWZ\�
IVL�+TTZ�+MU�3MUIPTQ��4MIL�5

MUJMZ�NWZ�-V^QZWVUMV\��
IZM�KWV[]T\QVO�_Q\P�\PM�+?

<�WV�KZ]KQIT�TWKIT�\ZIٻ
K�

[INM\a�UMI[]ZM[��1UIOM�KW]Z\M[a�WN�5
a4WVLWV�

The scene of the fatal 2017 
crash at the junction of 
Battersea Bridge w

ith C
heyne 

W
alk. N

o changes have yet 
been m

ade to safeguard 
pedestrians.  Im

age: Evening 
Standard

8
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Up the Junction 
The C

W
T and the R

BK&
C are 

working to resolve traffic safety issues, 
reports D

avid W
addell

Progress
T

he good new
s is that R

BK
&

C
 C

ouncillors 
have responded to persistent lobbying by the 
C

heyne W
alk Trust and other concerned 

groups on these m
atters. T

hey have now
 

successfully convinced T
fL to take forw

ard 
a schem

e at these critical junctions --as w
ell 

as at tw
o other nearby junctions, w

here local 
people w

ant safety im
provem

ents: Beaufort 
St/Fulham

 R
oad and O

ld Brom
pton R

oad/
D

rayton G
ardens/Bina G

ardens.
 

C
ouncillor 

Johnny 
T

halassites 
has 

KWU
U
MV\ML�

WV�
\PM�

ÅVIVKQIT�
KPITTMVOM["�

ordinarily, these schem
es (w

hich com
bined 

w
ould 

cost 
m

ore 
than 

£
300,000) 

w
ould 

be 
funded 

by 
T

fL
, 

through 
R

BK
&

C
’s 

‘Local Im
plem

entation Funding’ (LIP). It 
is a frustration to R

BK
&

C
 that during the 

lockdow
n T

fL cancelled LIP funding, and is 
now

 only funding a sm
all num

ber of project 
types – w

hich excludes these schem
es.

 
T

his m
eans that R

BK
&

C
 m

ay consult 
on safety im

provem
ents to the junction(s), but 

then have to w
ait som

e tim
e for T

fL funding 
to im

plem
ent. T

he proposal therefore for 

\ZaQVO�\W�U
IVIOM�\PQ[�ÅVIVKQITTa�_

W]TL�JM�
to build the schem

es in phases (For exam
ple, 

build the Beaufort St/K
ings R

oad schem
e 

ÅZ[\��
�

;XMKQÅKITTa��\PM�+
W]VKQT�PI[�IL^Q[ML�

that consultation is now
 to be program

m
ed 

and after local discussion has noted our 
preferences, 

in 
the 

light 
of 

funding 
and 

program
m

ing factors this m
eans w

e can now
 

anticipate:
��

<
PM�

KWV[]T\I\QWV�
XZWKM[[�

_
QTT�

JMOQV�
\PQ[�)

]\]U
V��/

Q^MV�\PM�ÅVIVKQIT�[Q\]I\QWV��
provision required w

ill be enhanced by a 
phased w

ork plan, this appears the best 
option.
��

)
LWX\�I�XPI[ML�LMTQ^MZa�WX\QWV��[\IZ\QVO�

w
ith Beaufort St/K

ing’s R
d junction) that is 

likely to ensure prom
pter and m

ore consistent 
delivery
��

-V[]ZM�I�KWPMZMV\�XZWOZIU
U
M�MU

JZIKQVO�
all 5 projects and giving as m

uch priority as 
practical to the C

heyne W
alk/Beaufort St-

Battersea Bridge Junction.

<WX"�1[IJMT�8IOM\�_WV�ÅZ[\�XZQbM�NWZ�»+PMT[MI�0
W][MJWI\[¼

5
QLLTM"�8I\ZQKS�?

QTTQIU[WV�_WV��VL�8ZQbM�NWZ�»+PQTLZMV�
XTIa�QV�:WaIT�)^MV]M¼�
*W\\WU"�<

PQZL�XZQbM�_I[�I_IZLML�\W�2WPV�;PMMV�NWZ�
»,
W^MPW][M�/ZMMV¼

4MN\�\W�:QOP\"�+TTZ�/MZIZL�0
IZOZMI^M[��UIaWZ�WN�:*3�

+�
Alison Jackson, founder of the competition and Cllr for 
:Q^MZ[QLM�_IZL�IVL�,

Z�2IUM[�<
PWUX[WV�+PIQZUIV�WN�\PM�

+PMT[MI�;WKQM\a�

‘Day in the Life’ Photography Com
petition W

inners 
A

lison Jackson, C
ouncillor for the R

BK
&

C
 R

iverside W
ard and m

ulti aw
ard-w

inning artist, joined 
w

ith BA
FT

A
 to recognise budding talent and aspiring photographers w

ithin T
he R

oyal Borough 
of K

ensington and C
helsea. T

he w
inners w

ere honoured at a cerem
ony held in the C

helsea Physic 
G

arden. T
he C

helsea T
heatre w

ill exhibit the w
orks from

 5th O
ctober to 5th N

ovem
ber. 

The Chelsea Physic 
Garden Hothouse 
Challenge
T

he glasshouses are in urgent need of 
restoration. D

onate before 31 M
arch and 

it w
ill be m

atched by the John Brow
ne 

C
haritable Trust. For further details or to 

donate visit: cpghothouses.co.uk
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Licensed to thrill. Both Ian 
.TMU

QVO�IVL�PQ[�ÅK\QWVIT�[Xa��
2IU

M[�*WVL��TQ^ML�QV�+
PMT[MI��

)TMK�/
]QVVM[[�XWZ\ZIa[�/

MWZOM�;U
QTMa��_

PW�TQ^M[�I\�!�
*a_

I\MZ�;\ZMM\��QV�\PM�<>�ILIX\I\QWV�WN�2WPV�4M�+
IZZu¼[�

\PZQTTMZ�»<QVSMZ��<IaTWZ��;WTLQMZ��;Xa¼�

+IZTaTM�5
IV[QWV[��I\����+PMaVM�?

ITS�_I[�PWUM�\W�JW\P�[XQM[�IVL�[Xa�\PZQTTMZ�_ZQ\MZ[�
<
PM�WZQOQVIT�JIZ�I\��!�=

XXMZ�+PMaVM�:W_��XIQL�NWZ�Ja�JW\P�\PM�3*/�IVL�5
1���

+WV^MZ[I\QWV[�W^MZ�LZQVS[�TML�\W�I�NM_�WN�\PM�+WTL�?
IZ¼[�OZMI\M[\�QV\MTTQOMVKM�KW]X[��

T
he 1928 First Edition of the Ashenden spy 

[\WZQM[��JI[ML�WV�5
I]OPIU¼[�W_V�M`XTWQ\[��

.TMUQVO�_ZW\M�\PM�ÅZ[\�*WVL�VW^MT��»+I[QVW�:WaITM¼��_PQTM�TQ^QVO�I\����+PMaVM�?
ITS�

I
n his 1955 thriller ‘M

oonraker’, Ian Flem
ing describes his legendary 

[Xa�2IU
M[�*WVL�I[�TQ^QVO�QV�»I�KWU

NWZ\IJTM�ÆI\�QV�I�XTIVM�\ZMM¼L�
[Y]IZM�Wٺ�\PM�3

QVO¼[�:
WIL¼��*WVL�M`XMZ\�IVL�I]\PWZ��?

QTTQIU
�*WaL��

LML]KML�\PM�TWKI\QWV�_
I[����?

MTTQVO\WV�;Y]IZM�I[�Q\�Å\[�\PM�LM[KZQX\QWV�
and w

as the hom
e of a fellow

 O
ld Etonian friend of Flem

ing’s, D
esm

ond 
M

acC
arthy. 

 
W

hy w
ould the fam

ously sybaritic spy choose C
helsea?  Badly 

bom
bed during the Blitz, in the 1950’s C

helsea w
as hardly the haven of 

_
MIT\P�IVL�KPQK�Q\�Q[�VW_��*IKS�\PMV�Q\�_

I[�U
]KP�U

WZM�ZIٻ
[P��JWPMU

QIV��
IVL�IٺWZLIJTM��I\\ZIK\QVO�QV\MTTMK\]IT[��IZ\Q[\[��_

ZQ\MZ[��VWV�KWVNWZU
Q[\[�

of all kinds-- and surprisingly a num
ber of spies. O

ver the years SW
3 

has been hom
e to som

e of the m
ost celebrated and infam

ous characters, 
JW\P�ZMIT�IVL�ÅK\QWVIT��QV�\PM�_

WZTL�WN�M[XQWVIOM��

Spies of SW
3

H
allie Swanson reveals the 

cloak and dagger denizens 
who called Chelsea hom

e

 
Flem

ing him
self w

as recruited into the Secret Service by M
I5 

spym
aster M

axw
ell K

night (considered the inspiration behind ‘M
’) w

ho 
lived in Sloane Street. K

night w
as a brilliant operator, responsible for 

QVÅT\ZI\QVO�\PM�=
3
�+
WU

U
]VQ[\�IVL�.I[KQ[\�XIZ\QM[�IVL�XZW^QLQVO�KZQ\QKIT�

inform
ation to the governm

ent, w
ho feared extrem

ists w
ould support a 

N
azi invasion. 

 
Flem

ing spent his adolescence and early tw
enties at 119 C

heyne 
W

alk, w
here his m

other entertained such local lum
inaries as the artist 

A
ugustus John. Flem

ing alw
ays loved C

helsea, and after the w
ar he 

m
oved back to C

heyne W
alk, to 54 C

arlyle M
ansions, living there 

NZWU
��!����!����1\�_

I[�PMZM�\PI\�PM�_
ZW\M�»+

I[QVW�:
WaITM¼��\PM�ÅZ[\�WN�

the Jam
es Bond books, based on his daring exploits w

orking in naval 
intelligence during W

W
2. 

 
O

ne w
onders if Flem

ing w
as inspired by the w

riter Som
erset 

M
augham

, w
ho years earlier also lived in C

arlyle M
ansions. In 1916 he 

w
as recruited into the British Secret Intelligence Service. H

is adventures 
IJZWIL�QV�M[XQWVIOM�JMKIU

M�\PM�JI[Q[�WN�PQ[�P]OMTa�QVÆ]MV\QIT�JWWS��
‘A

shenden: O
r the British A

gent’ (1928), considered the forerunner of 
the spy thriller genre.
 

A
nd 

then 
there 

w
as 

Erskine C
hilders (1870-1922), 

w
ho 

lived 
at 

10 
 

C
arlyle 

M
ansions. 

A
lthough 

know
n 

as a w
riter, he served in naval 

intelligence. H
is m

ost fam
ous 

w
ork is the 1903 espionage 

novel 
‘T

he 
R

iddle 
of 

the 
Sands’, about G

erm
an plans 

for a nautical invasion of Britain. It’s quite extraordinary that three 
IK\]IT�[XQM[�_

PW�\PMV�KZMI\ML�ÅK\QWVIT�[Xa�[\WZQM[�ITT�TQ^ML�VW\�WVTa�WV�
+
PMaVM�?

ITS��J]\�QV�\PM�[IU
M�JTWKS�WN�ÆI\[�

6
MIZJa��WVM�WN�ÅK\QWV¼[�U

W[\�NIU
W][�[XQM[��/

MWZOM�;U
QTMa��TQ^ML�I\�!�

Byw
ater Street, (coincidentally just across the K

ing’s R
oad from

 Bond’s 
ÅK\QWVIT�PWU

M�QV�?
MTTQVO\WV�;Y]IZM���0

Q[�KZMI\WZ��2WPV�4M�+
IZZu��_

PW��
like his  character, also w

orked in M
I5), often cam

e to C
helsea to see his 

literary agent and w
as inspired to locate the enigm

atic ringm
aster of ‘the 

C
ircus’ here.

 
O

ne of the great intelligence agencies of W
W

2 w
as the Special 

O
perations Executive (SO

E)  form
ed to ‘set Europe ablaze’ as C

hurchill 
put it. Its unorthodox m

ethods focussed on sending agents specially trained 
in skills such as espionage, sabotage, radio operation, recruitm

ent, and 
destabilisation, to gather crucial inform

ation about enem
y m

ovem
ents. 

 
M

aurice Buckm
aster, O

BE (1902 – 1992) w
as the renow

ned head 
of SO

E’s ‘F’ (France) Section. H
e w

ould ride his bicycle from
 his hom

e 
in C

helsea to the top secret SO
E headquarters in Baker Street, w

here 
he w

ould often w
ork all night. H

is PA
 w

as the indom
itable Vera A

tkins, 
w

ho w
as considered the inspiration for M

iss M
oneypenny in the Bond 

series. By the tim
e D

-D
ay arrived, 480 active agents w

ere em
ployed by 

the French section of S.O
.E. 

 
Buckm

inster cham
pioned the use of fem

ale operatives, a radical 
concept at the tim

e. H
e recruited 

m
any of the top fem

ale spies of 
the w

ar, like ‘Pearl’ W
itherington, 

w
ho lead a sm

all arm
y of 3,000 

clandestine 
French 

resistance 
ÅOP\MZ[�_

Q\P�OZMI\�[]KKM[[�IOIQV[\�
the N

azis. U
nder her com

m
and, 

roughly 1,000 G
erm

an soldiers 
w

ere 
killed 

and 
18,000 

m
ore 

surrendered 
after 

the 
D

-D
ay 

invasions. 
 

T
he C

old W
ar, w

ith its threat 
of C

om
m

unism
, brought a new

 
level of urgency to clandestine 
operations. C

helsea once again 
becam

e a hotbed of intrigue. A
t 

42 C
heyne W

alk, spym
aster G

uy 

»8MIZT¼�?
Q\PMZQVO\WV�_I[�WVM�WN�5

I]ZQKM�
*]KSUQV[\MZ¼[�UW[\�[]KKM[[N]T�;7-�[XQM[��
H

e would often take his recruits to dine in 
ZM[\I]ZIV\[�ITWVO�\PM�3QVO¼[�:WIL�

A 1990 Russian stamp commemorating 
\PM�*ZQ\Q[P�\ZIQ\WZ�3QU�8PQTJa�

Liddel (1892-1958) presided over 
a 

vast 
netw

ork 
of 

intelligence 
agents 

as 
the 

D
eputy 

D
irector 

of M
I5 from

 1947 to 1952. H
is 

brilliant w
ork both during the w

ar 
and afterw

ards w
as overshadow

ed 
by his friendship w

ith perhaps the 
m

ost notorious double agent ever, 
K

im
 Philby. 

 
Philby 

lived 
just 

a 
few

 
m

inutes’ w
alk from

 Liddel at 18 
C

arlyle Square. H
e w

as considered 
one 

of 
the 

greatest 
assets 

the 
Soviets ever had, passing hundreds 
of state secrets to the K

G
B over a 

KIZMMZ�[XIVVQVO�U
WZM�\PIV�ÅN\a�

years. H
e w

as the lynchpin of the 
infam

ous C
am

bridge spy ring of Philby, Burgess, Blunt and M
aclean.  

H
is im

m
ersion as a m

ole in the top echelons of British intelligence w
as 

rem
arkable. H

e fooled everyone, and even m
anaged to be appointed to 

head up an M
I6 section set up to com

bat C
om

m
unism

. H
is betrayals cost 

the lives of m
any agents in Eastern Europe. Philby’s suprem

e m
om

ent 
as a super spy surely cam

e w
hen he w

as exonerated by the then Foreign 
Secretary H

arold M
acm

illan w
ho told the H

ouse of C
om

m
ons,  ‘I have 

no reason to believe that M
r Philby has at any tim

e betrayed the interests 
of his country.’  A

 year later, w
ith the net closing in, Philby escaped on 

a R
ussian traw

ler to O
dessa and on to M

oscow, w
here he lived until his 

death in 1988. Such w
as his contribution to K

BG
 intelligence that he w

as 
com

m
em

orated in a 1990 stam
p.

 
D

uring the height of the C
old W

ar,  an extraordinary spy plot 
involving a R

ussian and British agent took place in C
helsea. In an episode 
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in 2015, w
hen it w

as reported that 19 U
pper C

heyne R
ow

 served as the 
m

eeting place for O
leg Penkovsky, considered the m

ost valuable Soviet 
double agent of the C

old W
ar, and his M

I6 handler, G
reville W

ynne. A
s 
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lead to further revelations, the m
en convinced each of their spy agencies 

to pay for the sam
e bar installed at 19 U

pper C
heyne R

ow. It m
ust 

have been a great success because W
ynne w

as given a £
50,000 payout 

from
 the U

S governm
ent for his gam

e-changing inform
ation, gleaned 

from
 Penkovsky, detailing R

ussian m
ilitary sites in C

uba w
hich helped 

K
ennedy w

in the C
uban M

issile C
risis.

 
T

he R
ussians retaliated by tracking dow

n and executing Penkovsky, 
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Back in C

helsea, W
ynne w

rote tw
o books about his life as a secret agent, 

‘T
he M

an From
 M

oscow
’, in 1967 and ‘T

he M
an From

 O
dessa’ in 1981. 

H
e died in 1990, one of the last of C

helsea’s great C
old W

arriors.



The Cheyne Walk Trust Committee
Chairman: Col David Waddell: 020 7352 9353/ 
email chmn@cheynewalktrust.org.
Secretary: Dr May Maguire: 020 7352 0030
Membership Secretary: David Swanson: 
david.n.swanson@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor/Book Club Co-ordinator: 
Hallie Swanson: halliecreative@aol.com 
Jill Llewellyn Evan Llewellyn Anthea Turner
Roddy Mullin Charles Mayes Denis Strauss
Honorary Member: Dave Walker George Nicholson

The Cheyne Walk Trust represents the interests of Chelsea 
Riverside residents in maintaining and enhancing the 
historic area in which they live. We welcome wider member 
representation on the CWT Committee, in particular if 
you are interested in planning issues and/or involvement 
with our newsletter and website. We meet informally every 
two months or so. If you are interested, please contact 
David Waddell on 0207 352 9353 or by email to chmn@
cheynewalktrust.org.

The Cheyne Walk Newsletter is issued to Cheyne Walk 
Trust members.

Website: www.cheynewalktrust.org
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1870. Image courtesy of  the Tate Gallery. 

The much-admired local architect, artist, CWT member and 
Chelsea Society Council member Hugh Krall sadly passed 
away in April at the ripe old age of  96. He will be much missed. 

Hugh was a stalwart supporter of  the Society as well as the Cheyne 
Walk Trust and Heatherleys.  He was the driving force for the Chelsea 
Society Exhibitions for many years, always dedicating himself  to the 
challenging task of  mounting the shows. 
  Hugh was a generous supporter of  local causes, donating artworks 
for charity auctions and also creating a series of  lyrical river landscapes 
used as fundraising greeting cards by the Chelsea Society. A long-time 
Chelsea resident, Hugh initially lived on a houseboat but later designed 
and built his own house near Cheyne Walk. He held a number of  
prestigious exhibitions of  his beloved riverscapes. 

An Update by the Chelsea Reach 
Boatowners Association  

Chelsea Yacht and Boat Company 
Limited (CYBC) has recently written 
to several boatowners asserting that 

their vessels will need to be removed from 
the mooring when their licence expires.  
Fourteen boatowners whose licences were due 
to expire in September have been granted a 
short extension, but there is no certainty as 
to what will happen when the extension ends 
in March, at which point over half  of  the 60 
boats’ licences will have expired (including the 
14 already served with termination notices).  

In Memoriam:
Hugh Krall (1924-2020)

Chelsea Houseboat Owners Under Threat of Eviction

Hugh Krall was inspired by the 
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Image courtesy of Heatherleys. 

The continued assault on the rights of  houseboat 
owners endangers this historic Chelsea community.
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CYBC asserts most of  these boat owners have 
no right to renew their licence, despite the 
company having previously assured boatowners 
that renewals would be straightforward. Many 
of  those facing eviction are elderly, with at least 
one octogenarian having lived on her boat for 
over 50 years. The boatowners’ campaign 
to protect their homes has been on-going 
for four and a half  years, but Covid-19 has 
delayed progression of  the 
boatowners’ application to the 
Court of  Appeal. For further 
information on the houseboat 
issue visit the website 
www.chelseaboats.org/info 


