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CHEYNE WALK TRUST 
AGM 2010 AT ROYAL 
HOSPITAL CHELSEA
The Cheyne Walk Trust AGM and Autumn 
Reception for 2010 will take place in The 
State Apartments, The Royal Hospital 
Chelsea, on Tuesday 9th November at 
6.30 PM.

The short AGM will precede a talk at 7 PM on 
a topic of local intrest, yet to be confi rmed.  The 
traditional champagne reception will follow and 
invitations have been sent to members for whom 
the event is free. Members’ guests are welcome to 
attend for a £10 contribution at the door.

CHELSEA RIVERSIDE ART 
COMPETITION APRIL 2010
The Cheyne Walk Trust is mounting an Art 
Competition as a charity event to celebrate 
its connection with Chelsea Riverside 
over 35 years in 2010. The Competition 
will be jointly organised with Heatherley’s 
School of Fine Art, established in 1845 and 
which, in May 2008, moved to a splendid 
new purpose built building in the Lot’s 
Road. As many will know, it is now the 
last remaining art school in Chelsea.

Painting Day on 
Chelsea Houseboats
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A fi rst prize of £500.00 will be offered by the 
Cheyne Walk Trust and a special prize of £500.00 
for the best work by a young artist (under 26) 
will be offered by the Chelsea Arts Club Trust. 

The Competition will be judged by a panel 
Chaired by John Walton, Principal of 
Heatherley’s School of Fine Art, and Prizes will 
be awarded by well known artist Ken Howard 
at a Reception, Prize Ceremony and Auction at 
Heatherley’s on 22 April 2010. Proceeds from 
the event will go towards funding a bursary at 
Heatherley’s to assist potentially young 
gifted artists. 

The Auction on the evening of 22 April, to be 
conducted by Nick Bonham, will be of selected 
works by artists including:  Julian Barrow; 
Roy Connolly;  Jane Corsellis; Dennis Gilbert; 
Frederick Gore; Ken Howard; Hugh Krall; 
David Mynett;  Bill Packer; Hazel Soan and 
others to be confi rmed including Competition 
Prize-winners.  

CHELSEA IN THE BLITZ

Seventy years ago this September the 
fi rst Second World War bomb fell on 
Chelsea.

By comparison with the East End, Coventry, 
Berlin and Dresden, our borough was relatively 
unscathed.  Nevertheless, in Chelsea 534 people 
lost their lives and 451 were hospitalized as 
a result of the German air raids; the Cheyne 
Walk area suffered more than most due to its 
proximity to the Lots Road Power Station - a 
prime enemy target.  It is believed that Chelsea 
Old Church, which was almost totally destroyed 
in April 1941, was the victim of a high explosive 

Julian Barrow at work on 
houseboat Painting Day

ARP Volunteers

Further details with a ticket order form 
are enclosed with this newsletter and also 
available from the Cheyne Walk Trust  web 
site [www.cheynewalktrust.org] and from 
the Chelsea Riverside Exhibition Secretary, 
The Heatherley School of Fine Art, 75 Lots 
Road, London, SW10 0RN 
Telephone: 0044 (0)20 7801 1313.

2



Chelsea Old Church: Blitz damage on Vestry 

bomb intended for the Power Station.
Seeking detailed information on wartime bomb 
damage is diffi cult.  It would seem a government 
news blackout was imposed, presumably to 
avoid damaging civilian morale with details of 
death and destruction.  The appalling tragedy of 
the Old Church was not even mentioned in the 
local press.

The Country was not unprepared for the Blitz.  
Civil defence preparations had begun before the 
war and a notable exercise took place in June 
1939 when Government Ministers and offi cials 
watched from the roof of Peter Jones as sirens 
were sounded, RAF planes few overhead, mock 

month.  During this period alone, properties 
damaged included 16, 19, 21, 94, 96 and 100 
Cheyne Walk, 2, 4 and 6 Bramerton Street, 
Beaufort Mansions, the Post Offi ce in Chelsea 
Manor Street, Holy Redeemer Church and three 
local pubs – The Eight Bells and The Cremorne 
Arms in Cheyne Walk and The More’s Arms in 
Beaufort Street.

On 12 November 1940 thirty-six people lost 
their lives at Sloane Square Underground.  
During the Blitz Chelsea endured seventy-eight 
separate days of bombing.  Fourteen bombs 
were recorded in Lots Road in 1940 and a further 
seven in 1941.  Cheyne Walk recorded twenty-

fi ve direct hits during this period and number 
18 had the misfortune of being struck on two 
separate occasions.  Such was the concern when 
bombs struck or nearly missed the bridges that it 
was decided to erect an additional and temporary 
structure between Albert and Chelsea bridges in 
case either was made unusable.

The bombs themselves were of different 

casualties were treated and 5,000 children were 
’evacuated’ to shelters at three underground 
stations.

But it was more than a year after the declaration 
of war that Chelsea received its fi rst air raid.  
On 9 September 1940 a bomb fell on Cadogan 
House in Beaufort Street killing fi fty-six people 
and further raids occurred on nine days that 
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categories.  Foremost in numbers recorded (449 
in Chelsea) were the incendiaries.  Their success 
depended on the Fire Services and volunteers 
being unable to reach and extinguish them in 
time.  Such a bomb claimed the life of a fi reman 
as he fought a blaze in Paradise Walk.  Next, 
and more lethal, were the high explosive bombs 

Temporary Thames Bridge

(200 recorded) which were built to explode on 
impact.  Fortunately this did not always happen 
as the fortunate residents of 94 Old Church 
Street and 52 Paulton’s Square discovered.  
However a cruel fate sometimes awaited others.  
A bomb exploded fi ve hours after it landed on 
the Vicarage in Ashburnham Road; another 
unexploded device ‘suddenly blew up’ in Burton 
Court.

A third type of bomb, and even more lethal, came 
down by parachute.  Fortunately only a handful 
reached Chelsea.  Victims were 21 Caversham 
Street, 77 Cheyne Walk and the Infi rmary of The 
Royal Hospital when twelve people were killed 
and fi fty injured.

By the end of 1941 raids on Chelsea had 
diminished though attacks continued, and one 

with a particularly devastating result.  On 23 
February 1944 a lone enemy bomber, probably 
aiming at the Power Station released two 
bombs.  The fi rst destroyed houses on the corner 
of Edith Grove and the second fell next to the 
tenement block at the Guinness Trust Buildings 
nearby killing 62 people.  Altogether 76 people 

perished that night and more would have done 
so without the heroic efforts of the auxiliary 
services and one man in particular, Anthony 
Smith, a chimney sweep.  At considerable risk to 
himself he rescued Sam Mitchell, a local baker 
through a hole in the rubble.  He then worked all 
night under arc lights helping to save others.  He 
was awarded the George Cross.

The fi nal phase of the bombing began in1944 
when victory was in sight.  The Germans 
invented a fl ying bomb in the form of a pilot 
less aircraft which was called V1 and by us the 
doodlebug.  This was later replaced by a more 
fearsome weapon, the V2, a rocket which unlike 
its predecessor could not be brought down by 
anti-aircraft guns.  It is recorded that three fl ying 
bombs landed in Chelsea.  The fi rst, a V1, landed 
on Chelsea Embankment.  The second, a V2 
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rocket, was the worst disaster of all.  At 9.45am 
on 3 July it struck the accommodation building 
of American GIs at Sloane Court East killing 75 
soldiers and 10 civilians.  

On 3 January 1945 the last bomb to fall on 
Chelsea, a V2 rocket destroyed the North-East 
wing of The Royal Hospital killing fi ve people 
and injuring nineteen more.  The East wing had 
only been rebuilt in 1921 following its demolition 
by another enemy attack on 16 February 1918.  
Then fi ve people also died.

Apart from all the injury and loss of life, 8,400 
buildings in Chelsea had been seriously damaged 
or destroyed by enemy action.  But for all the 
brave and dedicated efforts of the fi re services, 
the ARP and other volunteers, the losses would 
have been much worse.  We still owe them a 
tremendous debt.

George Nicholson

HEATHROW EXPANSION 
AND 3rd RUNWAY

High Court runway ruling imminent

The controversy over a potential third runway 
at Heathrow continues. In the election run-up,  
Conservative Transport Spokeswoman Theresa 
Villiers set out Tory views on Heathrow: “--- we 
have made it clear that if we win the general 
election we would not allow new runways to 
be built at Stansted or Gatwick and we would 
stop a third runway at Heathrow. We believe 
that the commitments on climate change to 
which all parties have now signed up will be 
much harder to achieve with the fl ight growth 
that a third runway would involve. Nor do we 
believe that there is any realistic prospect of 
meeting the EU limits on Nitrogen Dioxide 
pollution if expansion is permitted on the scale 
proposed. Moreover, adding another fl ight 
path over a densely populated area would 
compound an existing noise problem which is 
already a genuine concern in areas as far apart 
as Greenwich and Reading. I also believe that 
the economic case for Runway Three has been 
over-stated and that the business community is 
by no means united in supporting the massive 
expansion the government would like to see.”
A High Court Judge will rule later this month 
whether the Government’s decision to support 
the building of a third runway at Heathrow 
Airport was lawful.

The Royal Borough and other local councils 
opposed to Heathrow expansion are awaiting a 
ruling in March on whether the Government’s 
decision to add a third runway at Heathrow was 
lawful. 

The expected ruling follows last week’s three-
day High Court hearing in which the council 
and other members of the 2M group joined 12 
other organisations in challenging the decision 
announced by the then Transport Secretary 
Geoff Hoon just over a year ago.
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The Chelsea Old Church garden is 
sheltered, and got through the drastic 
winter weather without much loss, as 
Penny Pocock, Chair of the Chelsea 
Gardens Guild, was pleased to fi nd.  
The iris fl ower beautifully in the winter 
and seem to let any light linger in their 
petals.  The garden encircles the church 
and extends along the side, so passers-by 
may admire the fl owering plants from the 
pavement behind the statue of Sir Thomas 
More.  In the course of visiting nurseries 
and plantsmen, Penny has been able to 

Lord Justice Carnwath asked the Government’s 
lawyer why the decision on Heathrow expansion 
was announced before they had received the 
Climate Change Committee’s (CCC) report.

The CCC’s report, which was presented in 
December 2009, is about how the aviation 
industry should try to meet its target to reduce 
carbon emissions to 2005 levels by 2050. In the 
report the CCC use an average carbon cost of 
£200 per tonne – compared to the Government’s 
fi gure of £63. The claimants’ lawyer, Nigel 
Pleming QC, argued that this change alone 
would bring the predicted economic benefi ts of 
Heathrow expansion almost back to zero.

The Court also heard that the Government 
failed to include the cost of added congestion 
on the local road and rail network when making 
their decision. Transport for London said their 
calculations showed that – while there might 
be enough capacity on the Piccadilly Line for 
people to board at an airport terminal – the 
Government had not considered whether there 
would be enough room for people to get on at 
stations like Hammersmith and Earls Court.
Government lawyers claimed during the 

hearing that their January 2009 decision was 
not a ‘policy decision’ but more ‘a step along 
the way.’ They said the Government intended to 
have further consultation on a national policy 
statement taking into account the climate change 
targets and re-opening the economic case for the 
additional runway.

The legal challenge is being brought by 
councilsand environmental groups. The councils 
were joined by the local residents group (Notrag), 
aircraft noise campaigners HACAN, World 
Wildlife Fund UK, Campaign to Protect Rural 
England and Greenpeace. The Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds was an expert witness.
H&F Council is pushing for a high speed rail 
link – centred around a major new station at Old 
Oak Common, in the north of the borough – as 
an alternative to expansion at Heathrow.

Lord Justice Carnwath is expected to make 
his ruling within weeks.

David Waddell 

Summer Flowers in Cheyne Walk
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CHELSEA GARDENS: RECOLLECTIONS OF 
MINKY TURNER



attended the late morning Friday communion 
service with her; sometimes we would lunch 
together afterwards.    Minky brought in great 
humour and kindness and our mutual friend 
Margaret Fairbairn relished her friendship with 
Minky.    She felt lucky to live close to the best 
butchers in London, the City Meat Company in 
Worlds End.  So the evening in which we spoke 
about Minky and how generous she always was 
with her life and energy and humour, was in the 
context of happy memories of delicious  rib-eye 
steaks from the City Meat Company and their 
Kalamata olives.  At the end of the evening we 
realized we had not begun to discuss gardens 
at all in the shock we were experiencing at the 
news of Minky’s death. Minky had been such a 
special presence in Chelsea and we were both 
drastically sorry that Minky’s funeral would be 
held when we would both be away. 

Ann Colcord

introduce some new plants and some 
replacements.  She has been leading tours 
of gardens for the Chelsea Gardens Guild 
for years.

In the course of the Chelsea Festival the Church 
garden is open to the public, and occasionally 
Penny has conducted visits to other secret 
gardens hidden within Chelsea.  A number of 
members of the parish of Chelsea Old Church 
and the Chelsea Gardens Guild help keep the 
garden open during the Chelsea Festival.  One 
of them sadly and abruptly died a week go 
following an accident when she came off her 
scooter after being clipped by a motorcycle 
at 2 in the afternoon.  Her name was Minky 
Turner.  She was able to get up and push her 
scooter towards home but a few days later died 
of a massive hemorrhage, and a post mortem 
disclosed her skull had been fractured.  

Penny Pocock is remarkably knowledgeable 
about gardens in Chelsea and had offered to 
talk to me about them before leaving London 
for two weeks to visit her daughter.  We 
found ourselves thinking about Minky, whose 
daughters were close in age to Penny’s, and 
together had shared many holidays and merry 
Christmasses.  Minky wrote about travel and 
had led a far fl ung life, she had a fi ne garden 
in Oxfordshire and lived in a wonderful house 
in nether Chelsea where Cheyne Walk moves 
under the shadow of the World’s End Estate.  
Her late husband, the sculptor Philip Turner, had 
his studio in the front and had sculpted a head 
of Minky that rests in her garden. Minky had 
managed to salvage truckloads of fi xtures and 
fi ttings from her grandparents’ house in Wales 
to make a superb kitchen adjacent to her dining 
room, where she could provide her family and 
friends with delicious and discerning food. 
Penny thought the obituary of Minky in the 
Daily Telegraph was a good one, though more 
emphasis might have been given to Minky’s very 
special generosity. I had met Minky because she 
had befriended an old colleague of mine who 

THE CHEYNE WALK NEWSLETTER is issued twice 
a year to Cheyne Walk Trust members. The Cheyne 
Walk Trust represents the interests of Chelsea Riverside 
residents in maintaining and enhancing the historic area 
in which they live.

CONTACT: 
Col David Waddell (Chairman) 020 7352 9353
Dr May Maguire (Secretary) 020 7352 0030
Mrs Ann Hawkes (Membership) 020 7352 6906
www. cheynewalktrust.org
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